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SHAMOKIN — The Mest
exhibit of U new year at The
Gallery will feahurs the work of
moted folk artist Frank ~Wyso"”
Wysorhansky who, fromm podt
Warld War 11 until his death on
Sopd. 14, 1994, produced more
than 5000 works of art

He was a man driven to tell
thee story of the coal horitage of
Pennsylvania. Using pen, ink
watercelor, oil, cravon and
stulpiural forms, YWyso todd a
gtory with such passion that hig
place among Americas icons
will forever hodd true

The
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will opon
witha
Feception
[Ty ok
o B pom
Fridawv
Hdil resh-
meenits will
T Sl
and A Fop
resenlative
of the
Whso
Foarndation, a5 woll ms James
Stovens, author of “Coal Crack-
ar Bhees" amd other noyvels, who
is helping (o scrganize the exhib
it, will be present

“Frank Wyso ks destined o be
defined as one of the finest artl
sans of our time," the Frank
Wyso Foundation promotes
"WUsing pity, MK, watercelor, oil,
crayon and sculptural forms,
Wiysa told a stary with such pas
slom that his place Amongst
Ameriea’s icons will forever
haodd truae,

The exhibit will be open for
public vbewing throwugh Jan. 19
firom @ &, (o6 pom. Monday
thrsugh Friday which are the
hours that the Morthumberland
County Caneer and Arts Center
where The Gallery is located, is
o to 1he paailic

IMustrating the tried and troe
wark ethic that buklt the United
Srates, Wyso's detall of bBoth the
Pennsvlvanian spirit and its
rich suliural hegitage has drawn
miuch attention toe his art,

Wyzachansky was born April
23, 1915, in Monessen, For modd
of his life, he lived in Blakely, a
srmall mining town oursjde of
Seranion

A self-taught artis ks
wrigue siybe of pRIAEIRE Ws10E
mixed media capiured the Jife of
Ul ool ke

WYSDCHANSKY

FHO TN COUETELY SF Tail Wik Pl

Fromk "Wyes™ Wysochansky's paintings combined his anthiacite conl ménlng heftage and n unigee artistic style, o evidant in this plece.

Coal region’s canvas

Frank Wyso’s legendary art to be featured in exhibit

Christmastime arfwork was reflective of Wysochansky's bright, mulil-media technique,

Artist celebrated Ukranian Christmas

Editor's Nofe: The following
article appeared i the Decemaber
issue of Coal People magarine. it
is reprirted here with the author's
pernission.

Memories of
a Ukrainian
Christmas Eve
BY MAMES STIVINE

Frank Wysochansky, the arthst
whose work feartured the 16 and
times of the anthraciie miners
of MNorthesstern Penngy ramnka,
was part ol a family of 12 chil-
dren. The large Wystchantky
clan celebrated Christmas
gecording to the traditions and
customs thelr parents brought (o
America from western Ukraine.

Frunk’s slster Olga shared her
memories of thet special cere-
moay in an article she wraote Labe
in er life describing Christmas
Eve 1435, the bast Christmas har
family shared with thair father
He wae killed In A cave-in at a
nearty mine on Jan. 18, 1536,

*I remember our last Christ
meas with Dad in 15655, YWe had 11
children then and one on the way
Wi lived in Peckville, Pa., Ina

six-reom, cold flat that once was
a sehondhotse, The Great Depres
sion had already gripped us, Life
was Sparian, It was no disgrace
to he poor. Our poverty Was
accepiiod as & condition of 1ife,”
Olga wrotn

Two of the family members

wore abhsent that yvear, with the
et beother Michasl attending
a religious order in Cansda, and
brother Frank away at a Givilian
Conservation Corps camp in Cal-
iforrin, sending home what mon-
ey b ol 4 support the famile
Yemsr s WHRAINLAN, Page J




REPUBLICAN & HERALD | NEWS-TEM

Exhibit
to feature
Wyso’s
works

DOHIRT, Pl PAGE |
birs b0 Ukeakn lan Lo=n|-
grunts. His father Jossph,
Wils A foal miner who, whin
Wyss was 21 vears o, Jowt
his 1ie in & mining accident.

It was Wyso's inklmate
Kivswledge of mnlners and
i Tapsilbes ibmd was 1o
|l et Bls art Shurougheaat
his 1. His paintings and
seulpauses doe el 1
ools ansd working cond s
of the apthracite coal mines
of norikeastern Penneyiva-
nis, s Wil as the modost
mipans and simple Hfestyle of
5 coal miners” Tamilies,

Wysd left the pistlic schaals
et ervesih grade, which
mary well have allowed kim
thie Creadom 1o develam hils
usigiss siyle. Afer a brief
Garger im the Corps,
ha took his flest and only art
tralEing &t the Murray
School of Ari in Scranbes.

His carver ns an ariist
b i A Trenlanes CATToON-
it, Bargaly for the United
Bl Workers Joernal,
Eatvenn 1955 and 10773, Dur-
ing this time ke also dirvel-
oped his bright malti-medin
teshmlgue by -myl.u wiler.
calar, pes abd
cm. His subjects. thoagh
lurgely contered & Einers
arsd tha s B ily 1, alao
included religious infleences
aped lanydscapes.

O miodes mians, Wyso
creatid art from whasever hae
could find. His unique redocs
e ekl gl slenmmed e
melting Sown used crijons
cffered by neighborhood chil-
&ren

Evin tha armabsnes for his
fgparative weTe
bullt using everyihing from
sulceekiln polymar, wing
hangers and alaminum foll
tioe i clioen ‘bomes and g
bulba. Regardless of his ariks-
e mirtkad, his sculpiunes
resomated with a presenoe of
stvengrh, sl on xnd humsn-

53]

“Regardiess of his artistic

his soulphares reso-
et Wilh A prosessn of
wirength, paasion, asd
hismanity kndwm anly 1o
Wysa,” according to publicisy
froen Eils fpuesiation.

During his cameer, Wyso
won masy mranle Partico-
Rarly ware his
irreieations so exhibdi kn ihe
American Deawieg Blenniad
in Morfollk, Va. He was fre
iroviesd kw ome ol 160 artist
pebocted In 1985 by Joln
Canady of the Niw York
Times from ameag 1,425
#ftries, His second invication
wag |5 1971 when Henry Ple
of American Artlt magizine
ehsae his drawing &= one of
126 oamt of 1,653 ploces

et e

In nddition, = 1972, ke was
listed in Lo Revue Moderme
e arts ol &6 La vie ns an
| and American arist,

Py waes lstesd Bn thae 1953
7% editlon of Artists/LsA
Gulde to Conbemparary
American Art.

Hetwenn 1955 and 1564,
Wysn showed 12 more than 50
sahiliine Amorg his mist
suacoessfial #olo showi wern at
The Patier's Hl:-u.-leH I‘«'-':l:;hll-..lm
b, [z Lynn Kottler '
leriea, Bawr Yok ClEY: Baphs-
wood Gallery, Birmingham,
Mich.: The Hesepiion Cadlery
Mahisoo me, New Hanover,
M.J: The Balch Instmuee, Pil-
adlphin; The Evertart Muse
um. Seranten; Forges Markle
Gallery, Warren, Mich: The
Ceramion Antbrnciie Muse-
um. Seranion; Akl Chalka
Gallery, Warren. Mich

T i el o D
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Al the Tamkly meembors old esoagh
1o werk did w9, supplesienting thelr
fuither’s mining income with brother
Hick's wages froem selling Lard door to
ooy, Dlin's Swragor Sarnings (rom st
ting kair. and sister Caral's incame
from domastbs work. Together they
atrugpled 15 survive,

The ritual of the Chrlst=mas Eve ool
ehration began wiik the spreading of
the white taklsaloth, signilying ihe
Eaddling clothes of the Infist Meiis
acrees the dindng takle. A bed of stram
was placed in the exact cenber of L
takdecioth, & reminder of ithe manger
The cemierplece wis o large home
Raikid biradded broad, whish rpsesent-
ed Christ. A candlo was placed 18 the
oemier of the bresd, s light beooming
ithe star of Hethlehem. Strow wns sl
tired under the Wihle End on e kiteh:
on flads: to Ehi dlsmay of Ehi aldir ol
drem

“Wi would remied Dad thas he was
in AEnerica now, Good griel® What
wollld siir friends think?™ Olea said

1Z-course maal

Thi 13-ootrss menl o ooarss for
each apostle, began with blissxd bread
and honey. “Dad dipped bread ints the
Eoney, BEIRging 1t up 18 his mouth,
wihilhe iiying “CEFIsE b born,” 1o which
we all pepdied, ‘Let us glorify his"™

The meailess menu onsdsted of the
bread and honey o Chrisimas wheat
didih cdilbed Buitda, reoade with By rak
sims and muts; cabbage soup and rye
biresd; varenky or dumplings Milled
with polane, cablage Or phones; cabr
agnd rolle with Fled and Eashsooms
figh. peas. mushrooma, e with
prurss aed ruks; frolt compobe; mom-
dakry ol sk o, #odn and eais

Betwees comirees, he M FS 1T
carals. At the and of 1bhe il, all
exchunged bugs and Christmas @feet-
[rig. Thes dishes wore washasd and the
inblewars baiind with wilapa of straw
gni] placed mmder the table, symbaliz
| this eogrtherneas. it bimeds o fusi

I

Simpla girfts
Christess morning the childres
assiretled in the warm kioche i

thilr Christmas sioch
glfts — zireple gifks of ]
and pestatimos an l-r'||'1-.
waarE, g will-to-do nelghbor mi

@ IAmAY f0

i:lr.nﬂ..: box of rmits for 1
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ihdine,

“Tyen gprvices wera beld at ihe
ehasrch.™ sk O, A High Vs asvd &
Loy Mass, The aduls alternated thale
atterdance, The kkds stnyed home for
lack of warm clothing for (ha long

walk in the bister oodd.”

Following the death of the Camily
ch, il Chiristmas Eve cedebra-
1Enucd, but with o sadsess
The combng of 'Workd War [T helped
ruFn Ehe sconsSsay AFalUEd, &0d Ehi
‘Wysochansky [amilr mamaped fo oy &
s -redd hotss in Hiakedy with o
bathrooss. & truo ooy Theee of ths
glzis were married By 1540, and each
e @i ehilld of her oW, Olea attemplod
o perduade hir mother to aballsh the
family Christmaz Eve gatherings Lo
alleviste the prossur and onidoas of
the haolllidiye

=44 bemg &6 1 1ive and am able, we

il otmeeve this beawtEful tra<dition
as & Cumidy anit,™ her molber sald.

Your children will remember this
when they're on teeir own.™

Brother assumeas rolé

Gitving I to thelr reothers will, tha
grown childrea and thelr ¢hildren
gzsembled for the ceremaony n 1948, 12
wears after ihe death of thelr fathés A3
they prepased 10 seevi the meal, they
hemaird oortabaiad of tha Mronl poech

*There was a suhden ¥ Blvsras a4 oar
wves diarted foward the dosE I8 opised
wlowly letiing m a past of cold aks. 'We
were all asessenided (o s oar brother
Nichael o moak, froey Alrta, Cana-
i, sinmading tall and magificnt in ki
hasTy Dvercoat and cosSECH cag, -
varesg] i U sl flabos of snow™
W v Engs and oode

wileh Michaiel, ibo oldest, ssiaming his
place &1 18 head of t=¢ table. For the
frss gl i 14 years, By whobe Denily
wid undied at Christmms Eve

“Mlsiter's lucid bhoe s ghiraed S0
lkgheed lassps .. har counbtenance
revealed s setiis of felled pfter discard
Ing a heavy burdien, Thene was alss s
wind of complete authsrity MK IRg over
that was ance my fwtbef when he
thead, My Brothie s PEERENOD Wis & spe
clal gift to Mother and the Ienily With
very deep emotion, we all Witnessed
anoiker joyhal Christmas,” Qlga
mmemn breos!

“Today regardless of tho greater
sophistication and higher stasdard of
livERR, we are proad to see ST own
i e TN AT o In this s
sradities that Bas baen passed on io
thitm. ™



	NewsIJan07pg1.gif
	NewsIJan07pg2.gif

